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Meaningful relationships are two
way. Those who experience a
relationship with another have one or
more things in common or of mutual
interest. People who relate
meaningfully to each other do so by
adding some value to the other.
Reciprocal  relationships  include

O!and !0

/7 0! s defined as
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defined as

identifies
by saying;

King Solomon
O! and 1O

[there is no
hope because the one who falls
has neither 0! 10 ]

[ 0!']

10 ]
[ 10 ]
[ 01!] (Eccl 4:9-
12).

The  biblical shepherd
tending sheep also demonstrates
(0! and ! O .Theshepherd
exists for the benefit [ ( O ! ] of
his sheep. His shepherding care
includes leading, feeding, pasturing,
protecting from predators, preventive
and medical attention. His sheep look
to him as their 1 O  since they

are dependent, defenseless,
directionless and self-absorbed. Both
shepherd and sheep benefit from this
(orz2 1o relationship.
Seeing how well his sheep are
flourishing under his selfless care
pleases the good shepherd. The sheep
in turn enjoy health, peace, rest and
protection.
God called His people in the
book of Ezekiel,
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#  "$% (34:31). In
this same chapter He charges the
leaders of Israel as careless and
unfaithful shepherds who care for
themselves at the expense of the

sheep, # "$%
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, (34:2-6).

These unfaithful shepherds
misused, ignored and were not the
( 0 ! for the sheep that God had
intended. The sheep were abandoned,
neglected, lost and helpless with no

1 0 . They were harassed and
devoured by predators and overcome
by environmental circumstances.

God promised ! 0  for
His sheep by providing His Shepherd
to be His sheeps (01!, !
I
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(34:23-24).

God promised recourse
for His sheep by
providing His Shepherd
to be His sheeps’
reSource.

Jesus Christ is God’s Own
shepherd ( ( O 1) for His people.

Jesus said, !
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(In. 10: 14-18). Jesus
declared our dependence upon Him
and need for ! O when He



declared, “

(In. 15:5). He invites us to
let Him lead and carry the burdens of
life, O
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(Matt.
11:28-30).
Jesus reminded them of their
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(Matt. 6:31-33).

Jesus passed on  the

(otr2 1o relationship by

appointing Peter to shepherd His

sheep before His ascension into

heaven (Jn. 21: 15-17). Peter later

instructed the elders to follow him
and "
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(1 Pet. 5:2-3).

Throughout history God has
initiated redemptive ways[ ( 0 ! ]
for rebellious mankind to be restored
to a dependent relationship with Him.
It has always been a reciprocal two-
way relationship initiated by God’s
grace [ ( 0 ! ]Jand responded to by
faith [ 1 O ] in Him.
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[ (O] (1Pet 2:25).

The two-way relationship
between Jesus and God the Father
also demonstrates (0! and

1 0 " Jesus identified God the

FatherasHis (0! .
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(Jn5:19-20). God the
Father was also Jesus’ ' O . !
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(In. 5:30).

The Lord Jesus Christ
establishes meaningful relationships
with His Own that are two way where

He is both our (O! and our
' 0 ! Jesus prayed for us, !
*  (Father)—
1
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310 ] (In. 17:13-19).

Biblical marriage is another
example of the ( 012 1O
relationship. A man and a woman not
only fall in love, but also desire to
marry in order to pursue life goals
together -- a reciprocal relationship.
Each partner adds ( O ! to his or
her personhood, talents and energy to
the marriage and also draws

[ ' O ] support, protection and

significance from the other.
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The Apostle Paul in Ephesians 5
teaches that the husband is his wife’s
( 0! as her shepherding head
and protector (v. 23). He is to love her
as O (v. 24),
keep her in an exclusive relationship
with himself, sanctify her (v. 26, 31)
and cherish her as his own body (v.
28-29). His wife looks to him as her
1 0 for leadership, protection,

love and significance (v. 22, 24, 33).

The Apostle Peter also
speaks of the husband being his
wife’s (0!, *

(1 Pet. 3:7).

This understanding is
consistent with God’s original design
for the marital relationship of Adam
and Eve as well for all other
marriages.

God’s original design is also
supported by Charles Thomson in The
Septuagint  Bible,* (an English
translation of the Septuagint version
of the Old Testament). He translates

as recourse in Genesis 3:16,
- (10 )

— The use of
recourse here suggests that Eve
desires and looks to Adam as her

10 for his protective care.
God’s provision for Eve is for Adam
to protect, provide and care for her as
a shepherding husband [ ( O !].

God has not changed His
original design!

*The Septuagint Bible: The Oldest Version of
the Old Testament was translated by Charles
Thomson. Secretary of the Continental
Congress from 1774-1789. C. A. Muses editor.

Published by Falcon's Wing Press, Indian Hills,
CO, in 1954.
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We led a ( !
$ ( at Windborn

Church, Rio Vista, California, August
10-12, 2007. The attendees were very
attentive and appreciative.
The following are a few comments
from the participants:
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